Suellen Pinson Navicki
March 8, 2020

In 1956, Perry Como declared that Suellen Pinson was the most beautiful girl in the junior
class at Collins High School, and in Larry Navicki’s eyes, during all their years together,
that beauty never diminished. They never quit being sweethearts.
Suellen Pinson Navicki was born May 23, 1939, in Minden, W. Va., shortly after her
mother finished reading Gone With the Wind. Her parents were the late Benjamin
Hansford Pinson and Katie Agnes Blizzard Pinson, and she was reported to be the last
child delivered by Dr. Walter Bundy. She died peacefully at the Bowers Hospice House in
Beckley March 8, 2020.
Known throughout her childhood as “Sue Baby,” she was raised in Oak Hill where she
attended Oak Hill Elementary School and graduated with the Collins High Class of 1957.
During her sophomore year, she met Larry Navicki and her search for a lifetime mate
ended. She and Larry were married April 27, 1959.
The following April, their first son, Lawrence Edward II, “Nick,” was born. He was followed
by Allen in 1962 and John Kristin in 1970.
While the boys were growing up, she was active in the PTO at Ss. Peter and Paul School,
working at many carnivals, spaghetti dinners and fundraisers.
As parents of athletes at Oak Hill High, she and Larry could always be counted on for
team dinners or monetary support. The couple were the Grand Honorees of the Oak Hill
High/Collins High Alumni Association in 2018. They were lifetime members of the
Association.
Sue and Larry owned and operated the Three Gables Club and Restaurant, the longest
continuously running family-owned club in the state, for 61 years. People drove from miles
around for her succulent steaks, unparalleled bleu cheese dressing, and twice-baked
potatoes.

Sue doted on their sons and was ¬¬devastated by the loss of Nicki in 1989 when he was
on business in Poland, and John, who died in 2014 as a result of complications of
diabetes. She was also preceded in death by sisters Virginia Allen, Rosemary Feazell,
and Patricia Hinte, leaving her as the matriarch of the Pinson clan.
In addition to her husband, Larry, she is survived by her loving and devoted son Allen and
his wife, Lee, and three grandchildren whom she loved fiercely: Julia Woodson and her
husband Rodney, Alaina Rust and her husband Trent, and Jacob Navicki. She is also
survived by a host of adoring nieces and nephews.
Sue wanted to give special thanks to her nieces Sherry, Vicki, Sally, and Toni for their
kindness and support during her illness, to Tena for excellent caregiving, and to Gladys
Smith for years of faithful friendship.
The Mass of Christian Burial will be conducted at 11 a.m. Saturday, March 14, by the
Reverend S.A. Arokiadass (Father Das) at Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Oak Hill.
Visitation will be one hour before the service.

Events
MAR
14

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

SS Peter and Paul Catholic Church
129 Elmore Street, Oak Hill, WV, US, 25901

MAR
14

Memorial Service

11:00AM

SS Peter and Paul Catholic Church
129 Elmore Street, Oak Hill, WV, US, 25901

Comments

“

Larry, I am so sorry for your loss, I really loved Sue and respected her so very much.
She had faith in me when I was so awkward and shy, I started out working for her
washing dishes, then cleaning the restaurant, and one day she approached me
about working for her as a waitress, oh my gosh I was so nervous but she kept telling
me I would do okay and not to worry, oh how I wished I could see her again if I had
only known that she was so sick I would have done anything to have come and say
hello. She was such an inspiration to me and I will always love her and you too Larry
but Sue has a special place in my heart. When my daughter Carol told me that Sue
had passed away I couldn't believe it, I know she will be greatly missed love to you
all wilda tally

Wilda Talley - May 09 at 06:07 PM

“

Poorit must have been 1966 or 1967 who was visiting my mother one day while I was
playing sick from school and we all decided to go somewhere before we left while
sitting in sous convertible I asked her what it look like underneath her wig and of
course to being sushi popped her wig off the show me just in time for Mister Whitley
the mailman the catcher we all laughed and laughed and laughed I've always loved
Sue and Larry I've always known them both so will be sadly missed and this is
coming from Scott Nichols

Scott Nichols - March 25 at 02:51 PM

“

DEAREST LARRY... ALLEN... LEEANNE...WE WILL ALWAYS CHARISH THE
WONDERFUL MOMENTS AND EVENT'S WE WERE ABLE TO BE APART OF IN
THE PAST YEAR'S OF THE THREE GABLE'S AND THE FAMILY ATMOSPHERE
WITHIN THE CLUB....WHAT A TREMENDOUS LADY SHE WAS...OUR DEEPEST
CONDOLENCES AND PRAYERS OF STRENGTH IN THE UPCOMING DAYS...
SENDING OUR LOVE ALWAYS...ROBERT AND TAMMY HIGGINBOTHAM

ROBERT AND TAMMY HIGGINBOTHAM - March 15 at 04:51 PM

“

Dear Navicki Family, I’m so sorry you lost your SueBaby, what a beautiful woman
she was! May God comfort you and bless you during your time of grief

sherri sevey - March 14 at 04:19 PM

“

Larry, Allen and Lee, Julia,Alaina,and Jacob: I am sad to hear of Sue’s passing. She
was always good to me and had an encouraging word when needed. May God’s
comfort and peace be with you today and in the days to come.

Joel Davis - March 14 at 09:07 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I will always have the memories you helped make during
high school dances and thru the years past. Many Prayers to you and the family.
Herb Hinte

Herb Hinte - March 13 at 04:50 PM

“

Larry, so sad to hear of Sue’s passing. May you find strength in the love of your
family and friends. We will forever remember her kindness and beautiful smile. Our
thoughts and prayers will be with you.
Robert and Brenda Smith

Robert/Brenda Smith - March 13 at 03:49 PM

“

Larry, I am so sadden to hear the passing of “Sue Baby”. May you be comforted by
the outpouring of love surrounding you

Irene Aliff Sprouse - March 11 at 09:31 PM

“

Larry, I am so sorry to know of Sue's passing. My heart goes out to you at this very
sad time.Sue was so beautiful and kind and I have fond memories of her.I am sure
she will be missed by many.I hope you will find comfort with family and friends in the
days ahead.I will be thinking of you and the whole family. Love to you,Pat

patricia payne - March 11 at 02:17 PM

“

Larry, so sorry to hear of Sue's passing. My prayers are for you and your family.
Maggie Phillips Dixon

Maggie Dixon - March 11 at 01:33 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of Sue's passing. My prayers go out to the family. Sue, Lana
and I were friends growing up. When you saw one you saw us all. Many great
memories of our times together. Nothing like childhood and family friends. Shedding
a tear now.

Nancy Ammar Brown - March 11 at 01:28 PM

“

Angela Sharp lit a candle in memory of Suellen Pinson Navicki

Angela Sharp - March 11 at 12:38 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to the Navicki family. God bless you all.

David Peraldo - March 11 at 12:09 AM

“

Toya Carter lit a candle in memory of Suellen Pinson Navicki

Toya Carter - March 10 at 07:49 PM

“

I'm so sorry for your loss Larry. You all gave me my first bartending job at the Gables
when I first moved here in 1993. Sue was an amazing and beautiful woman. She will
be sadly missed.

Toya Carter - March 10 at 07:48 PM

“

Larry,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. Sue will be greatly missed by many, many
people. Coming to your club was always one of the highlights of our visits to Oak Hill
because you and Sue always made us feel welcome,
Ken and Susan Dixon

Susan Dixon - March 10 at 05:58 PM

“

Larry, David and I are sorry to learn of Sue's passing. Our thoughts and prayers will
be with you during this time. She was a beautiful, kind and funny lady. She will be
missed but
our memories of her will be very good ones. Remebering you and the whole family in
our prayers. David/Nancy Perry.

Nancy R. Perry - March 10 at 04:29 PM

“

So sorry for the loss of this wonderful, beautiful lady. Enjoyed many of her wonderful
dinners. Love and prayers for family and friends.

Debbie Rapp - March 10 at 02:31 PM

“

She was an amazing lady who made you feel so welcomed. Peace and love

Janet Bowland - March 10 at 01:52 PM

“

She would always manage to talk to you when she was not busy. Charlie Blackburn
proposed to me at Three Gables Club July 1974, that was 45 years ago and always
a memory. Sorry Larry & family, she will be greatly missed.

Sharon Blackburn - March 10 at 12:28 PM

“

Mike and I are so very sorry . She was such a nice person ! she will be missed by
many !! our hearts are sad !!!!

Diana Menarchik - March 10 at 11:01 AM

“

“

Hallelujah, Katie now has all four of her little girls together. Jack
Jack Hinte - March 10 at 12:22 PM

So sorry for you loss. I love Sue and enjoyed talking to every week when I called
about the Special. She will be missed by many. I wish I could be there to pay my
respect today but as you know I've been sick for weeks and it's not safe for me to be
out in crowds but I'll be with you in my heart and prayers. I love you Larry and Sue
Pam Blake Rigsby

Pam J Rigsby - March 10 at 10:44 AM

“

Judy and I were saddened to hear the passing of Sue. Many fond memories from
Lions Club dinner/meetings to reunion gatherings at Three Gables. Sue and Larry
were always friendly and provided an inviting atmosphere. Larry, we will keep you
and family in our thoughts and prayers.

Jerry/Judy Bolen Stover - March 10 at 10:06 AM

“

Herb Wilkerson is following this tribute.

Herb Wilkerson - March 10 at 09:02 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to your family in the loss of Sue. She was a great friend to my
granddaughter Leslie Sears. May you be comforted by the many good memories you
shared and the strong and good person she was to so many people. God bless you.
Jean Sears

Jean Sears - March 09 at 09:10 PM

“

Larry so sorry hear of Sue's death. Praying for you and your whole family. May Sue
rest in the peace of Christ Jesus.

Coletta Vandall - March 09 at 08:39 PM

“

I grew up beside Sue and Larry. Sue gave me my first real job. I loved being around
her. Loved to watch her dance with Larry.

Suzette Smith Wingrove - March 09 at 08:14 PM

“

Sue, You will be missed by all. I use to babysit for you and Larry over 50 years ago.
To Larry and family, you all have my prayers for you all. I pray God with give you
peace and comfort.

Dinah Clark Perdue
Dinah Clark Perdue - March 09 at 08:06 PM

“

hey larry sorry for lost sue was great friend will miss her my prayers are with u an
family if need nything ok ur friend mike garcia

mike garcia - March 09 at 05:37 PM

“

Larry, our thoughts and prayers are with you and the family. Many memories of our
times working with you at the club. Suellen had our wedding reception 42 years ago.
It was her first big reception and what a job she did.
Herb and Linda Wilkerson

Herb Wilkerson - March 09 at 05:15 PM

“

So sorry, Larry! Kenny Blake

kenneth blake - March 09 at 04:56 PM

“

One of my fondest memories of Sue was when my son Matthew was a baby she
would come into church an take him during mass and he would play with her
necklace all during mass also she and Larry were good friends to my Dad (Duke,
Mario Tonin) Rest in peace.

Sandy Tonin Smith - March 09 at 04:42 PM

“

I have known Sue all my life. She and Larry were always super nice to me! Love and
prayers to her family and friends... The Rader Family, Bob, Janet, and Kim

Kimberly Rader - March 09 at 03:31 PM

“

So sorry to learn of Sue's passing. Keeping your family and extended family in our prayers.
David & Nancy Perry
Nancy R. Perry - March 10 at 02:50 PM

“

My Deepest sympathy for Larry and family. I was blessed to know and be apart of this
loving family during my last couple of years in HS. Nick was a best friend and Larry and
Sue wonderful parents who help out when I needed it most. Lots of love and gratitude for
this fiercely loving and caring family. Love you much, Bill Comer
Bill Comer - March 12 at 08:36 AM

“

Larry, Donna and I were saddened to learn of the loss of your dear Sue. Our sincere
condolences to you and your family. Bill Gregg
Bill Gregg - March 13 at 10:17 PM

