Richard "Rick" Lee Crouch
November 26, 1946 - July 23, 2017

Richard Lee Crouch, Jr., 70, of Oak Hill, West Va., passed away July 23, 2017 at his
home. Born Nov. 26, 1946, in Raleigh, N.C., Rick was the son of the late Richard Lee
Crouch, Sr., and Betty Brown Crouch. Rick's father, Dick Crouch, at his death in May of
2015, was living in Oak Hill, where Rick was now residing.
Rick received his B.S. in Geology from N.C. State University, Raleigh, N.C., in 1972, and
also had received a Masters' degree at a later time from another university. He had
worked for many years as a Geologist in the Environmental Consulting arena and had
retired when he moved to Oak Hill to live with his father, who could no longer live alone.
Rick did continue however to do some consulting before his death.
Rick worked and lived in Buffalo, N.Y., for many years after his graduation from N.C. State.
Rick spent many years of his youth in Brookville, PA., before heading off to college.
Rick was preceded in death, in addition to his parents, by his only son, Sean David
Crouch of Norfolk, Va., who passed away in December 2016; his grandparents: Lee and
Ethel Crouch of Norfolk, Va.; Harold and Lora Brown of Richland, Wash.; and his brothers:
Doug and Greg Crouch.
Rick is survived by his cousins: Margaret Spohrer, Mansfield, Ohio; George and Robert
Spohrer, Jacksonville, Fla.; and Lynne Nash, Mineral, Va.; his former wife, Jacquelyn
Crouch Randall, Cove City, N.C.; his former daughter-in-law, Megan Simon, Redding,
Calif.; and numerous colleagues, friends, and N.C. State University Theta Chi Fraternity
Brothers.
He was a highly intelligent, compassionate soul who, in addition to loving nature and an
interest in protecting the environment, was also a gourmet cook, who loved cooking. Rick
was Episcopalian.
A Memorial Service will be held Friday Aug. 25, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. in the Chapel at Forest
Hills Baptist Church, 201 Dixie Trail, Raleigh, N.C. with a short visitation following the
service. His remains will be scattered, along with those of his late father's and dog Tiger's
remains, in the nature that he so loved at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Rick's memory may be made to the Sierra Club, American
Heart Association, American Brain Tumor Association, and the American Cancer Society.
On-line condolences may be made to http://www.tyreefuneralhome.com

Arrangements by Tyree Funeral Home in Oak Hill, West Va.

Comments

“

Rick was a great friend and coworker. We worked together back in the 1980s at
Recra. Kept in touch the best we could since then, though it was about 8 months
since we last spoke. He was a true gentlemen and geologist. We both shared a
fondness for music and cooking. He taught how to make the best pan fried steak
ever!
You will be missed my friend. May you rest in peace.
Brian & Kathy Senefelder

Brian Senefelder - August 24, 2017 at 08:22 PM

“

Rick was a friend, co-worker and former business partner, who I had first met in
1981/1982. He had several outstanding traits, among which were his sincerity and
truthfulness, ability to delve into and solve a problem, and in his mentoring of young
professionals. While his educational degree was in geology, hydro-geology,
environmental engineering and civil engineering were also areas of his academic
and self-learned disciplines. His understanding of these other disciplines made it
easier to interact with other professionals in his consulting career.
Rick and I had several technical discussions on a number of project and hypothetical
problems. One feature that was common in those discussions was that they were
discussions and they were not heated exchanges. This was a tribute to his rather laid
back or calm nature. A common thread of these discussions was geared to finding
solutions through different points of view rather than either one of us proving to be
right or wrong. Thinking, evaluating and arriving at the best conclusion to a problem
provided the best satisfaction for Rick. Being rewarded for his efforts never seemed
to be a priority to Rick, but he did appreciate and valued being recognized for his
efforts
Rick gave of himself to complete tasks and to help others, and was very trusting of
people. Rick's knowledge and experiences were freely shared by him with his
technical co-workers. To me, this reflected an inherent teaching ability on Rick's part
and as a motivational impetus to further his own intellectual pursuit of knowledge. He
was not satisfied with getting by with grade B or C type of work, since an A grade
was his goal.
As a side note, Rick did tend to have a little problem with tardiness. In all sincerity, I
think we all want to be as tardy as possible from entering the end stage of life.
Rick will be missed.
Carmen M. Panuccio
Buffalo, New York

Carmen M. Panuccio - July 31, 2017 at 07:23 PM

“

I have known Rick from the Clarence grill in Clarence New York. We had many great
conversations and I found him to be a very knowledgeable man and I always enjoyed
his company I missed him when he went south and all my friends remember him with
great respect.
Marty Grisanti Clarence New York

Marty Grisanti - July 30, 2017 at 08:46 PM

