Marian Herndon McQuade
January 18, 1917 - September 29, 2008

Marian Lucille Herndon McQuade, a tireless advocate for senior citizen rights and founder
of National Grandparents Day, passed away peacefully on Friday morning, September 26,
2008 at Hilltop Center, Hilltop, WV . She was 91 years old. The daughter of the late
Clarence and Lucille (Dickerson) Herndon, she born on January 18, 1917 in Caperton ,
WV. Marian was a lifelong West Virginian and native of Fayette County . She married her
Oak Hill High School sweetheart Joe L. McQuade in 1936. Mr. and Mrs. McQuade went
on to become the proud parents of 15 children, 43 grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren
and 3 great-great grandchildren. In 1970 Mrs. McQuade initiated a grassroots campaign to
set aside a special day just for Grandparents. Years of working with civic, business,
church and political leaders paid off in 1973 when West Virginia Governor Arch A. Moore
proclaimed the first National Grandparents Day. Also in 1973, Senator Jennings Randolph
(D-WV) introduced a Grandparents Day resolution in the United States Senate. When the
resolution languished in committee, Mrs. McQuade began a determined national effort to
get the resolution passed. Mrs. McQuade petitioned governors in 49 states to follow West
Virginia and set aside a Grandparents Day. Forty-three of those governors sent
proclamations to Mrs. McQuade, each declaring a holiday in their states. With this
momentum, the bill (Public Law 96-62) was signed into legislation in 1978 by President
Jimmy Carter proclaiming the first Sunday after Labor Day each year as National
Grandparents Day. National Grandparents Day celebrated its 30th anniversary this year.
In part, the Grandparents Day proclamation reads: “Grandparents are our continuing tie to
the near-past, to events and beliefs and experiences that so strongly affect our lives and
the world around us. Whether they are our own or surrogate grandparents who fill some of
the gaps in our mobile society, our senior generation also provides our society a link to our
national heritage and traditions.” When Mrs. McQuade was asked about founding National
Grandparents Day, she said “I am the luckiest person in the world. I have a wonderful and
understanding husband, my children are all healthy and well, and my grandchildren and
great-grandchildren brighten my days. And then I have my work promoting Grandparents
Day, working with seniors and visiting the sick and lonely in hospitals and nursing homes.
What more could I want?” Mrs. McQuade’s legacy is now being carried on by many of her
children and grandchildren, some of whom work on the National Grandparents Day

Council, the non-profit corporation established by descendants of Marian H. McQuade. (ht
tp://www.grandparents-day.com). The council’s purpose is to protect and promote the origi
nal intent of National Grandparents Day as championing the elderly. The council also work
s to enlarge and enhance the celebration of the holiday by cultivating intergenerational acti
vities throughout the year. Mrs. McQuade’s work with senior citizens dates back to 1956,
when she first helped Jim Comstock, editor of the West Virginia Hillbilly and the Richwood
News Leader, with organizing a Past 80 Party. The Past 80 Party became an annual event
celebrating the state’s octogenarians. She went on to become Vice-Chair of the West Virgi
nia Commission on Aging and was appointed as a delegate to the White House Conferenc
e on Aging. In 1972, Mrs. McQuade's efforts resulted in President Richard Nixon proclaimi
ng a National Shut-in Day. She also served as President of the Vocational Rehabilitation F
oundation, Vice-President of the West Virginia Health Systems Agency, and was appointe
d to the Nursing Home Licensing Board, among many other involvements. In 1970, Mrs. M
cQuade ran for United States House of Representatives in West Virginia ’s 5th Congressio
nal District. She was an alternate delegate to the Republican National Convention from W
est Virginia in 1972. Also in 1972, she was a candidate for West Virginia State Senate 11t
h District. Mrs. McQuade’s efforts on behalf of the elderly and in the establishment of Natio
nal Grandparents Day have been recognized through numerous honors. In 1976, Mrs. Mc
Quade received a citation as one of 10 West Virginia Women of Accomplishment and in 1
981 she was designated Whitman’s Chocolates’ Grandparent of the Year. The U.S. Postal
Service issued a commemorative envelope bearing Mrs. McQuade’s likeness in 1989 for t
he tenth anniversary of National Grandparents Day. On the 25th anniversary of the first W
est Virginia observance of the holiday, new West Virginia state highway signs were erecte
d outside her hometown, announcing Oak Hill , West Virginia as the ‘Home of Marian McQ
uade, Founder of National Grandparents Day.’ Mrs. McQuade is survived by her children:
Shirley McQuade Davis of Beckley, WV; DJ McQuade Lancaster of Chula Vista, CA; Dan
McQuade of East Haddam, CT; Charles (Darby) McQuade of Santa Fe, NM; Patricia McQ
uade of Watsonville, CA; Tom McQuade of Charlotte, NC; David McQuade of North Hollyw
ood, CA; Ruth McQuade of Shepherdstown, WV; Mary McQuade of Carmel, CA; George
McQuade of Sun City, CA; Margaret McQuade Salimi of Oak Hill, WV; Michael McQuade
of Santa Fe, NM; Kathleen McQuade Eye of Oak Hill, WV. She is also survived by her sist
er, Vida Herndon Albert and brothers, Robert Herndon and Harry Herndon as well as her 4
3 grandchildren, 15 great-grandchildren and 3 great-great grandchildren She is preceded i
n death by her husband, Joe L. McQuade, her sons Joel Herndon McQuade and William
Robert McQuade, her brothers J.W. Herndon and Charles Herndon, and her sisters Eva L
ee Herndon and Virginia Herndon Cater. Services will be on Monday, September 29, 2008
at 11:00 A.M. at Oak Hill Baptist Church with Rev. David Sneed and Pastor Jerry Bush offi
ciating. Burial will be at High Lawn Memorial Park in Oak Hill. Visitation will be held at Tyre
e Funeral Home on Sunday, September 28, 2008 from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM. In lieu of flow

ers, donations may be made to The West Virginia Alzheimer’s Association, 1111 Lee St. ,
Charleston , WV 25301 . Her family also asks that in honor of Marian McQuade’s work on
behalf of the elderly, please pass on family histories to grandchildren, visit with the elderly
or volunteer at a local nursing home. As Marian always said, “Make every day Grandparen
ts Day.” For more information on Mrs. McQuade and National Grandparents Day National
Grandparents Day website Online condolences may be sent at http://www.tyreefuneralho
me.com Arrangements by Tyree Funeral Home, Oak Hill, WV

Comments

“

Please accept our sincere sympathy.
What a wonderful legacy she left
Rita Hart
Mrs. Butcher

Rita Hart - October 03, 2008 at 06:05 PM

“

What a Wonderful write up about your fantastic MOTHER. Hope you write a book about her
life
Helen Sackett - September 08 at 12:39 PM

“

We were sad to hear of your loss. We have know Mrs. McQuade for a many years
and always thought alot of her and Joe. Each of you are in our prayers during this
difficult time.
God Bless You, Charley and Sclean Atha, Fayette
Awning and Glass, Inc.

ch atha - September 30, 2008 at 08:15 AM

“

My sympathy is extended to the McQuade Children. I knew a lot of them very well,
from Shirley on down to Tommy. I was better acquainted with Joel, though, than any
of the others because we were "sweethearts" in high school. I knew Mrs. McQuade
very well when she lived here in Richwood and just want to say to the family that her
legacy will long be remembered. God Bless each of you.

Judy Blake Greer - September 30, 2008 at 08:15 AM

“

I will always remember The McQuades. Such a wonderful family. I went to school
with Shirley, and visited their home many times. I always was made to feel welcome.
May God bless and strengthen you at this time of loss.

Shelby(Crist)( Rader) Taylor - September 30, 2008 at 08:14 AM

“

I was home in Oak Hill in 1988 and had hoped to meet Marian. At the time she was
writing articles for the Fayette Tribune about the Senior Center and I had read of her
and had read her articles. I called her and she was gracious enough to meet me for
lunch at the Senior Center along with one of her daughters. She told me about an
apple butter making and asked if I would like to go. Since my family and my relatives
had made our own apple butter when I was growing up I was very interested. She
came by the Holiday Inn and picked me up and we went out to the East
End/Summerlee area. I really enjoyed that. She was such a gracious lady. Just down
to earth as could be. She really put you at ease. I have a prized signed copy to me of
her book. My condolences to her family. You kids were very fortunate to grow up with
such love. I was pleased to see that they ran her obituary in the Dallas Morning
News.
Jerry Bryant, Garland, Texas

Jerry Bryant - September 30, 2008 at 08:14 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to the entire McQuade family. You didn't grow up in
Richwood,WV without knowing the love from the McQuade family. They were all
such a big part of our town. Your Mother was a dear sweet person who always had
time to stop and talk. I have fond memories of many of you. My thoughts and Prayers
are with you all. Tom and DeAnna you are especially on my mind and in my heart.

Karen Kessler Cottrill - September 29, 2008 at 07:44 PM

“

Ruth,Mary and Family I am so very sorry for the loss of your Mother. Our prayers and
condolences are sent to you and your family. Carolyn Greer Nesselrotte

Carolyn Greer Nesselrotte - September 29, 2008 at 07:44 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to all of the McQuade family. I have always admired Mrs.
McQuade for all the wonderful things she has done over the years. She was and will
always be a great lady. I will forever remember her, and all of you as a great family.
and some of you as classmates and friends. You will always be in my prayers.. May
God bless all of your families.

Christine (Taylor) Chapman - September 29, 2008 at 02:10 PM

“

I have many fond memories of spending the night at the McQuades(yes they always
had room), and being friends with a lot of the kids through school(laughs and good
times guaranteed, in their company). Since I am now "older", I can appreciate the
things Mrs. McQuade did for the elderly. Thank you, Marion. There is much to be
proud of. She never lacked spunk. My thoughts and prayers are with all of you. Much
Love, Vickie

Vickie Lafferty Simmons - September 29, 2008 at 09:33 AM

“

I have always admired Mrs. McQuade beacuse I have thought of my grandparents as
very special. So when she founded National Grandparents Day, I have not missed a
year of getting something for them. My only living grandparent now is 83 and fighting
cancer. One thing I always wanted to do was to meet Mrs. McQuade and I came
close one time I was at the nursing home but she was gone somewhere with one of
her grandchildren. My deepest sympathies go out to the family, she was a wonderful
woman whose reputation was that of a loving and kind person. My thoughts and
prayers go out to each one of you.

Kathi F - September 28, 2008 at 07:05 PM

“

So sorry to hear the news. I will always have very fond memories of "Minnhie Pearl"
for my school days. She was a beautiful lady.
Carlyn Hedrick Scarber
RHS Class of '52

Carlyn Hedrick Scarber - September 28, 2008 at 07:04 PM

“

Marion was a volunteer at PMC when I was the Social Worker. She worked with me
and called me "boss". She made me smile with a funny joke every time she worked.
We had our faith in common and she often talked of her fondest wish was that all of
her children would come to know Jesus and meet her someday in heaven. She was
a hero to me and to all her knew her. You are all in my prayers.

Jennifer Bowling - September 28, 2008 at 07:03 PM

“

To the children of Mrs. McQuade What a wonderful legacy your mother has left!
May you take comfort in knowing that she made an impact on so many people's
lives!
I grew up in Fayette County - and my parents were friends/admirers of your mother. I
have an original copy of "Beatitudes for Friends of the Aged" which I found among
my parents' things when they passed away in 1990 - Mother (82) in March and Dad
(97) in May.
May God comfort you at this sad time.

Mary (Cheek) Walker - September 28, 2008 at 07:03 PM

“

Our condolences to your family. Your friends from Richwood, Yvonne, Doug,and the
entire Rose and Stewart families.

Yvonne (Rose) and Doug Stewart - September 28, 2008 at 12:26 PM

“

I met Mrs. McQuade when my grandparents, Haven and Clara Allen, rented an
apartment from them in the 1980's. Mrs. McQuade became so dear to our family and
meant so much to all of us. She gave me an insight that allowed me to love my
grandparents even more because of all they could teach me. All of us who knew and
loved her have lost a wonderful lady and a true Mountaineer who put others ahead of
herself. God Bless and Keep all of you.
Clara Collins Atha
Stephanie Collins

Clara Atha - September 27, 2008 at 04:58 PM

“

My sympathies to Mrs. McQuade's family. We were fortunate to grow up just down
the street from the McQuade family in Richwood. My mother enjoyed many, many
conversations with Marion and always spoke highly of the whole family.
I was fortunate enough to receive an autographed copy of her book relating the
experiences of getting Grandparents Day recognized.

Joe Kessler - September 27, 2008 at 04:58 PM

“

Ive only met this lady twice but Ive always been in awe of her kindness and sweet
spirit.
I can also say that such a spirit continues to live on in her children and grand
children.
Blessed be to her and her family.

Thomas McHugh - September 27, 2008 at 12:38 PM

“

I am sorry to hear about the passing of Marion. I remember her working so hard in
one of the offices in the lobby of their building with the grandparent's day book she
had published. That's also where I met Kathleen. Kathleen, I know how much you
adored your mother. I know you will miss her but the wonderful memories will last
forever. May God comfort you and your family during these times. Your family will be
in our thoughts and prayers.
Lisa, Jeff, Lindsey and Caitlin Bowles

Lisa Bowles - September 27, 2008 at 12:38 PM

“

My condolences to the family - thinking of you Charlie(Darby). The McQuade family
will always be a part of Richwood.

Millie Hammonds Stinnett - September 27, 2008 at 08:32 AM

“

What a wonderful woman to create a National day to honor Grandparents. I seen my
grandparents daily, and now they have passed. They were very important, respected
and loved, as I am sure Mrs. Mcquade was by her family. My thoughts and prayers
go out to her loved ones.

Kim M - September 26, 2008 at 03:36 PM

