Coach James Gene Spadaro
July 6, 1928 - March 20, 2019

James Gene Spadaro, 90, went home to be with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on
Wednesday, March 19, 2019, at Bowers Hospice House. Gene, as he was called by
everyone, was born in Mount Hope on July 6, 1928 to the late James and Eleanor (Miller)
Spadaro.
He has been reunited with his cherished wife, Camilla Fontana Spadaro who passed away
in May 2000. He was also preceded in death by brothers, Jack, Benny, Bill and Buck and
sisters Mary Patrick, Ruth Ann Bennett, and Honey Pyles. Gene was a member of Faith
Baptist Church in Prosperity, WV.
Survivors include two daughters, Gina Blankenship and her husband James of Mount
Hope and Patricia Conelly and husband Todd, also of Mount Hope; sisters Rosie Stover,
Josephine Robinson, Marie Bentley, Edith Bevins and brother Ted; six grand children,
Jamie Ward and husband Kevin, Jeremy Blankenship and wife Jamie, Amanda Floyd and
husband Jeffrey, Michael Conelly and wife Dominique, Chrissy Blankenship, and Michaela
(Katie) Conelly; and 13 great grandchildren and many nieces, nephews, and friends
.
Gene graduated from Mount Hope High School in 1948 then attended WV Wesleyan until
1951. Because Wesleyan dropped their football program, he transferred and graduated
from Glenville State College in 1953 where he was selected to the first team All WV
Conference in football. Upon graduating he was invited to the Pittsburgh Steelers training
camp, but instead went into the US Army, attaining the rank of corporal and serving in
Korea. At the end of his service in the military, he returned home to the town he loved,
Mount Hope, and began teaching in 1955. Gene also began his coaching career which
included football, basketball, and track. As head football coach, his teams compiled a
record of 55-27, including 1 playoff team in 1985. As head track coach, his team won four
state championships in 1969, 1971, 1979, and 1980. Over the years, he coached thirtyone state champions. Twenty-three were individualists, and, of those, seventeen were in
field events. He received numerous honors over the years, including the 1980 National
High School Coaches Association District 2 Track Coach of the Year. His love for the

students and athletes of Mount Hope High School kept him teaching and coaching until
his retirement in 2008. He was a proud Mustang until the day he died.
Services will be Saturday, March 23, 2019 at 1:00 PM at Tyree Funeral Home in Mount
Hope with Pastor Larry Halsey officiating. Burial will be at Blue Ridge Memorial Gardens,
Prosperity. Friends may call from 10:30 am to 1:00 pm.
Donations of sympathy may be made to Mountain of Hope Organization, PO Box 323,
Mount Hope, WV 25880 or Mount Hope Heritage and Hope, PO Box 230, Mount Hope,
WV 25880.
Online condolences may be sent to www.tyreefuneralhome.com

Cemetery

Events

Blue Ridge Memorial

MAR

Gardens

23

5250 Robert C. Byrd Drive

Visitation

10:30AM - 01:00PM

Tyree Funeral Home
1701 Shumate Drive, Mount Hope, WV, US,

Beckley, WV, 25801

25880

MAR
23

Service

01:00PM

Tyree Funeral Home
1701 Shumate Drive, Mount Hope, WV, US,
25880

Comments

“

Lynn Dearing Class Of 1974 , Gina , your father ( Coach Gene ) meant so much to
the community , he was very instrumental in helping young adults become great men
and women, Coach Gene was not only a good Coach , but a good man as well, I am
so thankful for the parts he played in my life ,coach , school teacher,and mentor,
while attending Mt Hop High School. Thank you Coach Gene for your services to the
communities. Gina I don't know if you remember me or not from class, but May God
Bless You and Your Family , Your father touched a lot of people's lives. I'm sure he
will be missed by many. I am truly sorry for your family's loss. Lynn Dearing Class Of
1974

Lynn Dearimg - April 03 at 02:37 AM

“

Lynn Dearimg lit a candle in memory of Coach James Gene Spadaro

Lynn Dearimg - April 03 at 02:06 AM

“

Gina and Patricia...we where saddened to hear of Coach Gene's passing.
The scriptures Mathew 7:16-20 says all about his life....
Please know that all the family is in our prayers and thoughts....

Dale and JoLynn Hoke - March 23 at 10:19 AM

“

Coach Gene was one of the best men I have ever known and he will be truly missed.
I could never thank him enough for all he did for not just me but everyone that
passed through the halls of MHHS. RIP coach we all love you and know you are in
Heaven where you belong.

Kevin Biggs - March 23 at 09:01 AM

“

So sad to hear of Coach Gene's passing. Heaven gained a great man and Mount
Hope lost someone that can never be replaced. Coach touched almost every young
persons life in Mount Hope, including mine. He was always at the football field, track
or working at the park between the stadium and football field. I believe he changed
the path of so many of us from this small town. I never heard him say a cross word
about anyone. He was one of the most respected men I've ever known. Anytime I
would run across someone who knew of Mount Hope around the world, they would
comment about knowing or learning a lesson from Coach Gene. His legacy lives on
in all the members of Mount Hope High School that were mentored and coached by
him. I talked to Coach Gene for the last time about a year ago, he was the same
person everytime I ran into him around town. He never forgot who I was and would
always ask me what I was doing with myself these days. After 30 years, he was just
Coach Gene to me and so many others. Tomorrow we will all pay our last repects to
a legend from Mount Hope who will always have the word "Coach" forever attached
to his name. He will be missed by me and I know countless others who had their life
enhanced and blessed by Coach Gene Spadaro.
Thomas Ayres and Family

Thomas Ayres - March 22 at 11:13 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Coach James Gene Spadaro.

March 22 at 07:50 PM

“

Heaven gained an angel and the world lost a saint. Best teacher and mentor ever.
Hope Leeper Morgan

Hope Morgan - March 22 at 11:03 AM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Coach James Gene
Spadaro.

March 22 at 10:43 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Coach James Gene Spadaro.

March 22 at 06:21 AM

“

Coach Spadaro was a great man, a great educator, a great coach and a great role
model to all who knew him. He will be missed my all who knew him but never
forgotten by anyone who ever met him. Coach I asked that you say hello to your old
friend and fellow coach when you see Coach Tanner in your new home,

Earl Batten - March 21 at 08:44 PM

“

Coach Gene was more than a coach more than a teacher he was the man that
inspired you to always be better than you thought you could. Coach got me ready to
face the tough times that life brings his lessons even got me through a war. I know he
has been welcomed into heaven

Dan Romage - March 21 at 06:15 PM

“

One of my favorite teachers at Mt Hope High. I think it was World History. I can still
hear his voice almost 50 years later. So sorry to hear of his passing. He was a
positive influence to so many.

Mike Burmer - March 21 at 05:48 PM

“

Nothing but great memories. Coach was a great role model - one of the people That
had a very positive impact n me as a youth.
Thank you Coach Spadaro

Patrick Buffa - March 21 at 01:25 PM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Coach James Gene Spadaro.

March 21 at 12:57 PM

“

J.D. & Jackie Mollohan purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the family of
Coach James Gene Spadaro.

J.D. & Jackie Mollohan - March 21 at 12:37 PM

“

Hard to put into words just what this man meant to me..gave me confidence when I
was unsure.Taught me discipline. Inspired me to DRIVE ON. He was my mentor...My
coach and my HERO...Rest in peace my friend..Thanks for everything! STANG
PRIDE

GaryGover - March 21 at 11:19 AM

“

Coach Gene was one of the reasons growing up in Mount Hope was a warm,
comfortable experience. His expertise and caring were evident with his dealings with
his young atheletes. We were all blessed that he walked our way. I keep Coach
Gene and his family in my prayers.

Betsy Ryan (Romage) - March 21 at 10:22 AM

“

He was one of the greatest gentlemen I had known and loved. Had class from him .
Watched his life as a powerful man of God. Gina I love you guys

Judy bowyer hinte - March 21 at 10:08 AM

“

My Deepest Condolences to the whole family! May the Lord comfort you and give
you peace during this time. I've known Coach Gene my whole life and he is a huge
part of the whole town of Mt. Hope. He taught a lot of us in more ways than one.
What an inspiration he was to us all and his legacy will continue to live on through his
family as well as his students and friends.
May God Bless you all! Much love and prayers!
Roger Nary and Michele Nary Miller

Michele Miller - March 21 at 08:46 AM

“

Family Of Claudius & Eva Jones lit a candle in memory of Coach James Gene
Spadaro

Family of Claudius & Eva Jones - March 21 at 12:15 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Coach Gene's passing. He was Mt Hope! He taught every kid
who came through Mt Hope High. Remember him standing outside of his class room
at the top of the stairs, watching students as they hurried to their next class and
hearing him say...your momma's callin ya, or in his class saying...your gettin a
sleepin grade. Remember seeing him in the summer at the park, cutting grass and
keeping the park clean. Everyone lovingly called him "Coach". He will be
remembered by many who walked the halls of Mt Hope High School. RIP

Stephanie Bryant Phillips - March 20 at 09:51 PM

“

so sorry for the family he was a good man he was my kids coach. he will be missed
prayers for the family. Terri Evans

Terri Cornell - March 20 at 09:37 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Coach James Gene Spadaro.

March 20 at 09:02 PM

“

Condolences to family good man good teacher really cared about his students

karen warwick - March 20 at 08:16 PM

“

Eartha Bradford lit a candle in memory of Coach James Gene Spadaro

Eartha Bradford - March 20 at 07:17 PM

“

What a wonderful man, teacher, coach, and friend....coach Gene you will surely be
missed! You hold a special place in my heart, all my memories of school and sports
contain you and my childrens, thank you for those memories and all the lessons you
taught each and every one of us. My prayers go out to all your loved ones as im sure

their hearts are so heavy but be assured he has touched so many lives as he was
one of a kind and will Never be forgotten. Kassie Mullins
Kassie Mullins - March 20 at 07:02 PM

“

We were very sorry to hear this about Coach Gene. I know he is in a much better
place but he was such a wonderful Coach and Man. He graduated from Mount Hope
with my mother in 1948. It was a joy just to talk sports with him. I don't think I have
heard anyone have a bad thing to say about him. We feel blessed to just have known
him. God be with the family during this trying time. Rick & Vonda Bailey

Vonda Bailey - March 20 at 06:34 PM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of Coach James Gene
Spadaro.

March 20 at 06:24 PM

“

My son said it perfectly The man was a legend

Paul mcclung - March 20 at 05:26 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Merry Hanning - March 20 at 02:17 PM

