Garrel Keith Smith
August 21, 1947 - May 14, 2020

Garrel Keith Smith, 72, of Beckley, WV, passed away on Thursday, May 14, 2020, at the
Harper Mills Nursing Facility in Beckley, WV.
Born on August 21, 1947, in Fayetteville, WV, he was the son of the late Walter E. Smith
and Lizzie M. Wheeler Smith. He married Deborah Cummings on June 26, 1969, in
Fayetteville WV. He graduated from Fayetteville High School on June 2, 1965. He worked
as an X-ray Technician for the United States Air Force and served with distinction for
twenty years. During this time, Garrel was stationed at several military bases throughout
the United States, and Turkey. Upon his retirement from the Air Force in 1989, Garrel
continued his career as an X-ray Technician for several private companies, most recently
as part of the medical staff at Mt. Olive Federal Correctional Complex, where he worked
until his retirement in 2015. Among Garrel’s favorite things to do were to watch movies,
talk sports, and discuss politics. He loved spending time with his family, especially his
grandchildren.
Garrel was preceded in death by his loving wife of 43 years, Deborah Cummings Smith;
brothers Dietz Smith and Edgar Smith; sisters Ethelda Smith Sink and Anna Smith Onto.
He is survived his by two sons, Ian K. Smith and spouse Lauren Hancher, of Pittsburgh,
PA, and Jacob R. Smith and spouse Lynze Williams Smith, of Beckley, WV; sisters Zelda
Smith Johnson, Donzella Smith Atha, Clara Smith White; brothers Wilbur (Wil) Smith and
spouse Sarah Xie, Paul Smith and spouse Bobbie Martin Smith, and three grandchildren –
Aidan, Caleb, and Trenton, and numerous nieces and nephews residing throughout the
United States, all of whom will deeply miss him and always cherish his memory.

A memorial service will be held at a later date with close friends and family. For those who
wish to express their sympathies, the family asks in lieu of flowers to make a donation to
the Alzheimer’s Foundation of America in Garrel’s memory by visiting https://alzfdn.org

Online condolences may be sent at www.tyreefuneralhome.com
Arrangements by Tyree Funeral Home, Oak Hill, WV

Comments

“

I'm so sorry for your and your family's loss, Ian. I hope you are finding some
moments of comfort and peace during this time.

Clara Burke - June 01 at 11:48 AM

“

I'm so sorry for your and your family's loss, Ian. I hope you're finding some moments
of comfort and peace during this time.

Clara Burke - June 01 at 11:34 AM

“

Dear Ian and family,
I am so sorry to hear about the loss of your father. He must have been a lovely
person, as reflected in the wonderful family member we know and love at Tepper.
Please know we are thinking of you.
Anita Woolley

Anita Woolley - May 22 at 04:55 PM

“

Dear Ian, I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts are with you and your family.
Wishing you comfort during this difficult time.

Kristin - May 22 at 10:57 AM

“

Dear Ian: I am sorry for your loss and keeping you and your family in my thoughts
and prayers - withing you peace and comfort during this difficult time.

Ashley C - May 21 at 11:15 AM

“

Ian and family - I'm so sorry for your loss. I'm hope that many wonderful memories
give you comfort. - Judy Nardiello

Judy Nardiello - May 21 at 08:26 AM

“

Dear Ian,
I am very sorry for the loss of your father. You should find comfort in knowing that he
was fortunate to have you as a son. I wish you the very best in these difficult times.
Your friend,
Geoffrey Hitch

Geoffrey Hitch - May 20 at 11:55 AM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. Ian, you have always been kind, friendly, and helpful,
so I can only imagine you had a wonderful model in a father. Thoughts and prayers
with your entire family at this very difficult time.
Rebecca
Tepper Building Operations

Rebecca Lukens - May 20 at 11:49 AM

“

Ian,
I am very sorry to hear about the loss of your father. My thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family.
Sunkee Lee

Sunkee Lee - May 20 at 10:49 AM

“

Ian, I was so sorry to hear about your loss. I hope you and your family are able to
find peace in these times. My thoughts are with you and your family.

John - May 20 at 08:38 AM

“

Ian,
I'm so sorry for your loss. My deepest sympathies to you and your family.
-Phil

Phil - May 19 at 07:31 PM

“

Dear Ian,
I am so sorry to hear about your dad's passing. I have always enjoyed hearing you
talk about him in recent years, and I always heard your compassion and love for him
in those conversations too. My wife Cheryl and I extend our sincere condolences to
you and the Smith family.
Very warmly,
John Bigler

John Bigler - May 19 at 04:39 PM

“

Bobby Atha lit a candle in memory of Garrel Keith Smith

Bobby Atha - May 19 at 04:21 PM

“

Dear Ian, I am so sorry to hear of your father's passing. He must have been a
wonderful man and father because he raised a wonderful son! It is so difficult to lose
someone you love to this horrible disease, but I hope you and your family find
comfort knowing he is at peace. Your friend, Bonnie Schultz

Bonnie Schultz - May 19 at 03:07 PM

“

Ian, my deepest condlences on the loss of your father. Fathers play such a crucial
role in our lives. My father passed away in 2009 and there is not a day that passes
that I do not recall him with love. Please be assured of my prayers that God may
bring you and your family His comfort and consolation.

John Sengenberger - May 19 at 03:02 PM

“

Ian,
May you and your family be comforted during this time of loss.
Myia
CMU, Tepper Business Office

M. Despert - May 19 at 03:02 PM

“

Ian, I am so very sorry to hear of the loss of your dear Father. My prayers are with
you and your family at this difficult time and I share my deepest condolences. Sonya
Ford, CMU Swartz Center.

Sonya Ford - May 19 at 02:59 PM

“

Michele lit a candle in memory of Garrel Keith Smith

michele - May 18 at 06:12 PM

“

Sorry to hear of your loss, he was my mom Anna's youngest brother and she spoke
about him alot,all in a good way.I believe he is with the lord now and out of pain and
sorrrow.I believe he is with my mom now in a peaceful place sharing memories
together.RIP Garrel.Lisa,your niece from Nj.

Lisa Koustas - May 18 at 01:24 PM

“

Lisa Koustas lit a candle in memory of Garrel Keith Smith

lisa koustas - May 18 at 01:19 PM

“
“

I sure am going to miss my baby brother. May you rest in peace.
Clara M White - May 19 at 05:04 PM

Ian,
I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts are with you and your family.
My deepest sympathies during your time of loss.
Xiaobo Zhou
Xiaobo Zhou - May 22 at 04:10 PM

